
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

PREPARATORY ACTION
EU plant and animal genetic resources in agriculture

Compendium of projects

FRANCE

Pig Black Ass
Limousin  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The publication is part of the study “Preparatory action on EU plant and animal genetic resources in agriculture”. 
The Preparatory Action has been initiated by the European Parliament and financed by the European 
Commission. 

 

The objectives of the Preparatory action are to better understand the stakes of European neglected genetic 
resources in agriculture and to tap onto their economic potential. 

 

It aims to provide inspiring examples of how to make the conservation of neglected breeds and varieties 
economically viable and encourage farmers and other stakeholders to engage. 
 
 

 

Funded by the European Union  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal notice 

The information and views set out in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 

the official opinion of the European Commission. The Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

data included in this publication.  Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the Commission's behalf 

may be held responsible 
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1 Introduction 

 

 

The pig Cul Noir Limousin is a rustic breed that was 
close to extinction in the 1970s when only 200 animals 
were present. 

In 2011, the pig Cul Noir Limousin has benefited from a 
Quality Group working to the creation of a dedicated 
supply chain aiming at the production and marketing of 
pork butchers.  

The breed is monitored by the Breeders' Union, 
supported by the departmental Chambre d’Agriculture 
and the French Pork and Pig Institute (IFIP).  

 

 

 

2 Description of the genetic resource  

This Iberian breed of pig, also known 
as Saint Yrieix’s pig or Black Bottom, 
has been present for centuries in the 
western part of Massif Central, found in 
south-central France. This medium 
sized pig, with black feet, a white trunk, 
head and rump covered with two black 
patches, holds its head and ears strait 
up.  

This breed grows slowly, is not very 
choosy in what it eats, is rustic, well 
adapted to walking among the chestnut 
and oak trees. The sows are 
particularly prolific, having up to ten 
piglets per pregnancy, and are good 
tempered and good nurses to their 
piglets.  

The meat from these pigs, which are slaughtered at 16-18 months old when they weigh 160 kg, 
has a beautiful red colour and savoury, and is firm and tender. The fat is well marbled, firm and 
melts easily. 

The pedigree record (herd-book) for this breed was created in 1935, but after World War II, with 
the introduction of modern breeds, their numbers have decreased. At the beginning of the 20th 
century there were about 160,000 of these pigs, but in 1953 there were only 13,000, which was 
down to 200 in 1970. In 2003 there were only 43 boars and 139 sows recorded at 38 pig farms. 
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3 Objectives of the project 

The main objective of the project is the valorisation of the meat of pig Black Ass Limousin by 

setting-up a dedicated supply chain with activities that could be summarised as follows: 

 Pooling of the production means of the breeders of the cooperative ; 

 slaughter, cutting and all processing managed by cooperative ; 

 Common sales: creation of a cooperative managed by breeders; and 

 Targeted customers: professionals such as wholesalers, restaurant owners and butchers. 

 

 

 

4 Actors involved and roles 

Several complementary bodies are involved in the project: 

 The breeders' union which has been open since 1993 to all breeders and/or feeders. The 

Union is member of LIGERAL (Association of herd-books of local breeds of pigs) and is 

responsible for the approval of breeders and the monitoring of the breed; 

 The Quality Group founded in 2011 to create a set of 

specifications served as a trigger.  

This group defined the production and marketing 

methods of these products. The use of the logo "Cul 

Noir Limousin” is reserved to breeders that belong to 

the Quality Group. 

The Quality Group, which is the driving force of the 

project, was composed of active breeders who cannot 

devote a lot of time to the selling of breed which is as a 

diversification activity in the large majority of cases. 

Other breeders are ready to join the project when the 

project has increased its feeding, cutting and marketing 

capacities. 

 The breeders of Cul Noir Limousin are, also, supported by the Chamber of Agriculture 

Haute-Vienne, the Limousin regional council and the French Pork and Pig Institute (IFIP) 

for the animation of the sector and the management of the conservation program. 
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5 Steps and activities undertaken  

It can be considered that the project started the day when the first inventory on the number of 

animals took place which dates back to 1981. Since then the main milestones of the project read 

as follows: 

 1993: Set-up of the Cul Noir Limousin breeders’ union; 

 1996: Creation of LIGERAL (Association of herd-books of local breeds of pigs); 

 1997: Recognition of the breed by the French Ministry of agriculture; 

 2011: Set-up of the Quality Group as referred above; 

 2012: Feasibility study related to the grouping of sales of pig meat; 

 2014: Set-up of the cooperative “Coop du Cul Noir” and declaration of the trademark 

“L’Ecusson Noir”. At creation, this cooperative had 9 members (8 breeders and one 

wholesaler). The objective of the cooperative is to develop sales through marketing. 

The valorisation process is structured around the two main bodies of the project which are the 

cooperative and the Breeders’ Union. 

The large majority of sales are through cooperative and the trademark L’Ecusson Noir. The rest is 

sold through direct sales, retailers and wholesalers.  

 

 

6 Results to date 

 

In 2017, there are 250 sows and 35 boars at 32 breeders. 82% 

of breeders are in the cradle breed (Limousin Region) and own 

89% of the animals. About 10 other feeders are of the Breeders’ 

Union. The breeders usually have cattle or sheep, the pig being 

a diversification activity. Cereals used for feeding animals are 

usually produced on the farm. 

 
 
Overtime breeders become more professional, which leads to an 

improvement of the breeding performance. On average, a 

breeder has 5 sows and 1 boar, and feeders produce 50 pigs per 

year. The members of the cooperative have an average of 15 

sows 2 boars in 100 to 150 fattened pigs per year. 

 

Breeding is conducted outdoors except for calving and post weaning.  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Page 5 

7 Next steps  

The next steps are to continue the development of the supply chain by increasing the volumes of 

production and sales. The cooperative has been created a few years ago (in 2014) and therefore 

the results of its action only start to be visible.  

Two main issues are being faced: 

 There is a need to set-up and implement a payment grid based on meat weight in order to 

harmonise sale prices across breeders; and 

 Today the economic valorisation is higher through sale of piglets than through sale of 

fattened animals. There it is necessary to increase price of pig meat while keeping the 

price of the piglets. This equilibrium seems to be quite difficult to reach. The current status 

may lead to the threat that the fatteners may decide to move to sales of piglets only. 

 

 

8 Lesson learned and good practices  

This collective project aiming at selling products in short supply chains is characterised by 

strengths and weaknesses which can be summarised as follows: 

 The products are well-known with a clear link to the territory and the culture of the region in 

which the pigs are grown. The economic performance of the breeders is improving; thanks to 

the technical support of the local Chambre d’Agriculture of the IFIP. Breeders are all working in 

the same direction even if some frictions can be observed from time to time.  

 As regards the weaknesses, the project suffers from a clear lack of relation between breeders. 

Dialogue is not enough established in the supply chain. The second main issue is linked to the 

properties of the meat which is fat. Therefore, it is difficult to convince butchers of the quality of 

the pig meat. 

 Despite these weaknesses, the coordinators of the project see different opportunities in the 

development of the pig Cul Noir Limousin supply chain. First, other breeders are interested in 

joining the supply chain but only when the supply chain has been further established and 

consolidated. Secondly, the network of short supply chains is rather large in the region. That 

particularity is beneficial for the increase of sales. Eventually, retailers seem also interested by 

these products. However, in order to sale through these chains, volumes that could be offered 

to retailers have to increase to guarantee critical volumes required by retailers. 

 

 

9 Participation to other projects and to networks/funding.  

The project benefits from the technical support from the Chambre d’Agriculture and IFIP. For the 

other activities they are all funded by the main bodies of the project (the Breeder’s Union, the Coop 

Cul Noir and Nouvelle Aquitaine regional council). 
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Contact of the responsible of the project: 
 

Mickaël Delanotte 
 

Coop du Cul Noir 
Les Vaseix 87430 Verneuil Sur Vienne 

Phone: 00 33 5 87 21 87 88 
 

Email: m.delanotte@lecussonnoir.fr 
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