
HAVE YOU EVER MET 
THE TUROPOLJE PIG?
A CROATIAN SPECIAL-
TY AND TRADITION

The project around theTuropolje pig is 
part of the study "Preparatory action 
on EU plant and animal genetic 
resources in agriculture". The Prepara-
tory Action has been initiated by the 
European Parliament and financed by 
the European Commission.

The objectives of the Preparatory 
action are to better understand the 
stakes of European neglected genetic 
resources in agriculture and to tap 
onto their economic potential.
It aims to provide inspiring examples 
of how to make the conservation of 
neglected breeds and varieties eco-
nomically viable and encourage farm-
ers and other stakeholders to engage 
in similar projects across the EU.

Come and visit us to learn more about 
Turopolje pig, a traditionnal Croatian 
piece of nature. Let’s better under-
stand together how to preserve it. 

Contact details:
Javna ustanova Park prirode Lonjsko polje

Valerija Hima 

bio@pp-lonjsko-polje.hr

+385 (0)44 611 190

FRANCE:
THE GWELL

The Preparatory Action is
supported by the European Union



What is at stake? 
Over the centuries, the Turopolje pig 
has gained the role of a very impor-
tant resource for the local popula-
tions. It was a central economic 
factor during the period of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire, not only in 
the Turopolje valley but also in the 
agricultural markets of Pannonia, 
between Austria and Hungary.

Over the last decades, due to several 
factors, Turopolje pig herds 
decreased significantly, leading to 
the point that its very existence is 
today endangered. The risk of the 
complete disappearance of this 
genetic resource is real.  

The Lonjsko Polje Nature Park is 
together with Turopoljski Lug one of 
the key players acting in the field of 
preserving the Turopolje pig from 
extinction. 

A valorisation project has recently 
been started in the area with the 
main objective to allow the economi-
cally sustainable preservation of the 
Turopolje pig. New marketable pro-
cessed products are expected to be 
obtained by the breed and a dedicat-
ed communication and marketing 
plan will be launched for them. 

In addition to the economic valorisa-
tion of the pig, the project is expect-
ed to have wider positive effects on 
the local community, linking together 
agriculture, history and tourism within 
the Park.

The Turopolje pig 
breed is a Croatian 
autochthonous pig 
breed native of the 
Turopolje, a region 
of Posavina 
between the Sava 
and Kupa rivers near Zagreb. The pres-
ence of Turopolje pig in the area has 
been testified since the 6th century, 
which made it considered as one of the 
oldest pig breed in Europe.

The Turopolje pig lives in oak wood-
lands, but also in the flooded pas-
tures, where pigs are actually the first 
animals to come after flooding, to eat 
shellfish and other sources of animal 
proteins. 




