
Preparatory action – EU plant and animal genetic resources  

 

PREPARATORY ACTION THEMES 

 

The contractor shall conduct the preparatory action work under the seven following 

themes: 

1.1.1.1. Theme 1: Improvement of the communication between Member 

States concerning best practice and the harmonisation of efforts in 

the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources. 

The preparatory action shall cover communication activities related to conservation and 

use of genetic resources in agriculture in the EU and provide recommendations in order to 

develop actions to improve communication and coordination among Member States. 

Harmonised and coordinated activities would help to bring about synergies and EU added 

value while limiting overlaps. This theme is targeted towards the national level, while 

relevant activities at the regional level shall also be taken into account.  

1.1.1.2. Theme 2: Enhancing networking among key stakeholders and 

end-users in view of exploring marketing (and other cooperation) 

opportunities, such as provided by quality schemes and short supply 

chains. 

The preparatory action shall provide information on existing (multi-actor) networks dealing 

with genetic resources. In particular, networks pursuing the opening of marketing 

opportunities for products derived from local/traditional/neglected breeds and crops shall 

be analysed in view of giving recommendations on how to use more effectively quality 

schemes, niche markets, and short supply chains in this respect. 

1.1.1.3. Theme 3: Improvement of the exchange of knowledge and 

research on genetic diversity in agricultural systems. 

The preparatory action shall investigate into conditions enabling successful cooperation 

between researchers and other key actors (i.a., farmers, breeders, gardeners, agri-food 

industry), in particular concerning the mutual exchange of knowledge. Recommendations 

shall be developed on how to improve interaction and exchange to enhance genetic 

diversity in agricultural systems through economically viable activities 

1.1.1.4. Theme 4: Adaptation of breeding methods and legislation to the 

need of conservation and sustainable use of genetic diversity. 

Maintaining, enlarging and sustainably using agricultural genetic diversity needs a 

consistent organisational framework for breeding activities and an enabling legal basis. 

This includes the encouragement, adaptation and improvement of breeding schemes and 

methods to conserve and make full use of available agricultural genetic diversity. The 



preparatory action shall investigate into respective needs of genetic resources conservation 

and sustainable use and provide recommendations.    

1.1.1.5. Theme 5: Contribution to the successful implementation of rural 

development measures concerning genetic diversity in agriculture. 

Activities focusing on and targeting genetic resources (e.g., to raise awareness in order to 

facilitate uptake, to preserve and restore agricultural genetic diversity present in the field, 

to highlight the opportunities offered to tackle challenges) can be fostered by respective 

rural development measures. The preparatory action shall evaluate current practices and 

provide recommendations on how to improve the role of rural development policy in 

effectively promoting activities on the conservation and sustainable use of genetic 

resources in agriculture. 

1.1.1.6. Theme 6: Explore bottlenecks and enabling conditions for the 

sustainable use of genetic resources in agriculture 

The background information obtained and the conclusions derived from the five above-

mentioned themes shall provide a clearer picture on the bottlenecks and enabling 

conditions for the sustainable (and economically viable) use of agricultural genetic 

resources. The preparatory action shall explore ways to overcome limitations and creating 

the enabling conditions identified. It shall recommend actions to be addressed in a strategy 

for the conservation of genetic diversity in agriculture. 

1.1.1.7. Theme 7: Reduction of the unnecessary administrative burden 

so as to provide better access to actions 

This theme has to be addressed in the final report on the basis of information and evidence 

collected during the whole study. The Contractor shall develop this theme by suggesting 

the administrative requirements they esteemed to ensure the right balance between 

simplification and sound financial management and by formulating relevant 

recommendations.   


