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Preparatory action – EU plant and animal genetic resources in agriculture 

 

Conserving and promoting the use of genetic resources for food and agriculture, including 
for the purpose of breeding, is vital to a) ensuring global food security, b) furthering 
sustainable production, facilitating adaptation to climate change and new pests and 
diseases, and c) promoting rural development. 

Thus, the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 emphasises sustainable management of genetic 
resources, including an action to conserve Europe’s agricultural genetic diversity by 
encouraging uptake of agri-environmental measures for the conservation of genetic 
diversity. 

Furthermore, the evaluation of the second Community 
programme on genetic resources in agriculture 
underlined the need for further action to enhance 
conservation of genetic diversity within agriculture and to 
promote sustainable use of traditional varieties and 
breeds so as to make conservation economically viable.  

 

Following an initiative tabled by the European Parliament, the European Commission (DG 
Agriculture and Rural Development) contracted a “Preparatory action on EU plant and 
animal genetic resources in agriculture”. The project was launched in July 2014 for a period 
of two years.  

 

The objective of this preparatory action is to support the   EU in recognizing the potentials 
for added value in the field of the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural genetic 
resources. Specifically the project will: 

1. identify, describe and analyse activities undertaken in the EU on the conservation 
and sustainable use of agricultural and forest genetic resources, and 

2. identify missing links and actions to be addressed in future actions on the 
conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources in agriculture and forestry. 
This analysis may contribute to developing a strategy for the conservation of genetic 
diversity in the EU. 

 

 

 



                               

 

The study covers the EU 28 member states in the following domains:  

 Plant genetic resources, 

 Animal genetic resources 

 Forest genetic resources 

 Microbial & invertebrate genetic resources. 

 

The research is structured into the following five main tasks: 

1. A mapping exercise aiming at identifying and 
listing initiatives, existing databases, collections 
and their corresponding key stakeholders. 

2. A literature review to complement the mapping 
exercise and provide an overview of the main 
topics and outcomes as well as trends of relevant 
research, and the implications for the use of 
genetic resources. 

3. Phone interviews and case studies for an in-
depth analysis of individual initiatives, databases, 
and collections. 

4. Seven workshops to discuss specific issues 
emerging over the course of the project.  

5. A validation and dissemination conference (450 
participants) in Brussels. 

 

A dedicated website with full details on project developments can be accessed at: 

www.geneticresources.eu  
 

The project is carried out by a consortium composed of: 

 Valdani Vicari & Associati (contract leader); 

 Arcadia International (project coordination); 

 The Centre for Genetic Resources, The Netherlands (CGN), Plant Research 
International Wageningen UR Plant breeding (PRI) and Research Institute LEI; all 
being research institutes part of Wageningen UR; 

 The Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, an institute of the Koninklijke 
Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen (KNAW-CBS) ; and 

 The Information and Coordination Centre for Biological Diversity of the German 
Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE-IBV). 

The consortium appreciates the very broad support that it received from the wider EU genetic 
resources community. The project managers can be contacted by mail: contact@geneticresources.eu  
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